


Legislation Governing Horizontal Drilling in 

West Virginia 

§22-6 portion of West Virginia Environmental Resources law 
governing Oil and Gas Wells  
 
August 22, 2011: Emergency Rule §35-8 was enacted to 
increase oversight of horizontal drilling 
 
Dec. 14, 2011: §22-6A Horizontal Well Control Act enacted 
 
July 1st, 2013: §35-8 Rules Governing Horizontal Well 
Development went into effect 



Definition of a Well Applicable to  
22 6A (H6A) Legislation  

H6A Applies to: 

“…any natural gas well …drilled using a 

horizontal drilling method, and which disturbs 

three acres or more of surface, excluding 

pipelines, gathering lines and roads, or utilizes 

more than two hundred ten thousand 

gallons of water in any thirty day period”  
( 22-6A-3) 
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General Well-Bore Construction 
 Conductor Casing— Unconsolidated ground Protection 

 Cement Circulated throughout casing annulus. 
 

 Surface Casing— Ground Water Protection 

 Cement Circulated throughout casing annulus. 
 

 Coal Protection Casing— Mineral Protection 

 Cement Circulated throughout casing annulus. 

 

 Intermediate Casing— Critical Well Control @ Drilling 

 Deep Wells and Abnormal/High Pressure Expectations. 
 

 Production Casing— Critical Fracturing (Completion)   

                                             and Production Isolation.  
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Coal 

 Multiple casings & objectives 

  Laterals Increasing to Two Miles 

  Run to Lateral Ends 



H6A Application Requirements  

• Checklist is used by Operators to 
prepare application and by DEP 
OOG reviewers to review 
application 

• Each item is reviewed for receipt, 
accuracy, and adherence to all 
applicable laws 

• Can be found at 22-6A Horizontal 
Well Permit Application Page: 
http://www.dep.wv.gov/oil-and-gas/Horizontal-
Permits 
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H6A Application Requirements  

• Certain items are reviewed by field 
staff before office personnel begin to 
review 

• Water Management Plan is reviewed 
by DEP Division of Water and Waste 
Management personnel 
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H6A Application Requirements  

• Reviewer checks outside sources for 
Operator compliance:  

• Secretary of State registered 
Business Organization 

• Workers 
Comp/Unemployment claims 

• WV Certified Professional 
Engineer 

• Reviewer checks whether well will 
be located near an active or 
abandoned coal mine, whether it is 
in a flood plain 
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   Forms available on OOG Website 

Office of Oil and Gas  

WELL WORK  

PERMIT APPLICATION 

WW-2A1 Form 

submitted  
 

Acknowledgement of 
Other Permits 

Permitting/Approval 



H6A Well Location Restrictions 


